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The Locavore Project 
To provide access to local produce – to help people manage a 100 mile diet. 

Tutor: Soumitri Varadarajan 

Industrial Design Project 
GRAP 1035 and 2221 
 
Including a Coursework PostGrad Thesis Project – July to November 2008 
Shweta Choudhary, Exchange Student – National Institute of Design (NID), Ahmedabad 
Supervisor: Soumitri Varadarajan, Industrial Design, A&D/RMIT, Professor 
William Cartwright, Professor of Cartography and Geographical Visualization, 
And Colin Arrow Smith, School of Mathematical and Geospatial Sciences  
Design Research Institute Research Program: Geoplaced Knowledge 
 
The hometowns project – has since 2005 focussed upon developing graphic products and internet 
based information on sites of significance in Melbourne. The ambit of the project is wider than the 
simply environmental – and focuses upon working with schools and local communities to develop the 
intelligence about sites. The student doing this project will have to do quite a lot of field work in 
Melbourne and will get to see a lot of the city and will meet lots of people. Phase 2 of the project 
will use Google Maps API and is suitable for a student interested in pursuing a career in interaction 
design. The project offers design and community work opportunities for a designer interested in 
sustainability issues. 
 
The Hometowns project is a campaign to enable communities to reconnect and cherish 
their neighbourhoods and towns. In 2006 the project worked in two schools in inner city 
Melbourne. The current project is aligned with and floated as an initiative of the Renounce 
Network. 
 
BRIEF: To enable consumers to become effective Locavores.  
This would involve the following sub-projects: 
   1. A paper map/ poster 
   2. An online resource to enable people living in inner city Melbourne to buy responsibly 
and within the larger aims of the renounce network! This in one sense means not buying big 
brands and not buying processed foods. Visualized as a searchable resource - the site will 
give a geographical sense to the person shopping, of the place and feel of the shops. 

Part I: Printed Melbourne Locavore Map 
The task here is to create a Locavore Map for Melbourne that is to be printed and used as a 
poster in Schools. The Locavore map is imagined to build upon the experience of the Green 
Map system. 
 

About Green Maps: Green Map System (GMS) has been developed collaboratively since 
1995, and is now active in 400 cities, villages and neighborhoods in 50 countries. GMS 
supports local Green Mapmakers as they create perspective-changing community 
‘portraits’ which act as comprehensive inventories for decision-making and as practical 
guides for residents and tourists. Over 300 vibrant Green Maps have published to date, 
and hundreds more have been created in classrooms and workshops by youth and 
adults. Both the mapmaking process and the resulting Green Maps have tangible effects 
that: 

• Strengthen local-global sustainability networks 
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• Expand the demand for healthier, greener choices 
• Help successful initiatives spread to even more communities 

Green Map System: http://www.greenmap.org/ 

Part II: Interactive Map 
The Task here is to use Google Maps and develop an interactive Map for Melbourne. The 
Map is to locate/contain information to aid practitioners of the 10 mile diet in Melbourne.  
 
About Google Maps: Google Maps is a map service that you view in your web browser. 
Depending on your location, you can view basic or custom maps and local business 
information, including business locations, contact information, and driving directions. Click 
and drag maps to view adjacent sections immediately. View satellite image with or without 
map data of your desired location that you can zoom and pan. 
See: http://maps.google.com/support/ 

Additional Courses 
Additionally the School of Mathematical and Geospatial Sciences offers the following courses 
– which can be taken as an elective (12Cr). 

1. Multimedia cartography and Geographical visualizations 2, tue 10.30 to 12.30, 
GEOM 2108 

2. Research project, GEOM 2123 
3. Design and Electronic Publishing 2, GEOM 2099 
4. Applied Geospatial Techniques, GEOM 2083, tue 12.30 to 2.30 wed 2.30 – 4.30 
5. Physical Geography, GEOM 1022 fri 9.30 – 11.30 

Methodology 
Research to gather information, focus group sessions, interviews, photography and video 
recording. 

Outcomes 
TIMELINES 

1. 5th August: Research Report, and sites 
2. 19th August: Videos in youtube channel, Map stage 1 - poster map review 
3. 16th September: Map stage 2 - digital trial 
4. 14th October: Design preview, Digital map for finalization 
5. 4th November: Submission 

 
DELIVERABLES 

1. Digital Online Interactive Map 
2. Poster Map, with accompanying resources booklet 
3. Exhibition Event 
4. You tube channel 

Resources 
http://www.lib.rmit.edu.au/guides/social-innovation-id.html 
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